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negotiations with the Triumvirs.   He had the greatest
difficulty in convincing the Roman authorities that his
intentions were the same as those of General Oudinot
and the French Government.   " I was asked," he writes
in   his   second   despatch   to   the   Foreign   Minister
(May  18th),  "what  could  be  done  to  destroy  the
prejudices which existed in this respect among the
Roman population.    I then told them that nothing
could be easier, as you had just written to me under
date of the loth, signifying your approval of the con-
duct of General Oudinot, who had thought it best to
expel from Civita Vecchia an envoy of the Pope, whose
presence was calculated to produce a bad effect and
hamper our action."    He adds that he is being most
circumspect in his speech with everyone, " not saying
a word more than is necessary to extricate us from one
of the most difficult positions in which we have been
placed for a long time,"
The    despatch    was    accompanied    by    a    long
memorandum from Mazzini setting forth the circum-
stances which had resulted in the creation of the Roman
Republic.   " The Republic has been implanted in our
midst by the will of an Assembly elected by universal
suffrage.     It   has   everywhere   been   accepted   with
enthusiasm;  nowhere has  it  encountered the  least
opposition."    He begs France  to  recognise  Roman
independence and a Government, which is not the
capricious fancy of a faction, but the outcome of a
common aspiration, and which has brought order and
peace.   " There is in the heart of this people," writes
Mazzini, " one resolute determination, and that is the
downfall of the temporal power vested in the Pope,